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May 10, 2011 
 
 
 
Anatoliy Brezvin 
President 
The Ice Hockey Federation of Ukraine 
46, Melnikova Street 
Kyiv, 04119, Ukraine 
 
Dear Mr. Brezvin: 
 
A few weeks have passed since our final World Championship game against Kazakhstan. 
During that week of the Championship, our team played a total of 15 periods of hockey 
in 5 games. 
 
I feel that we played 13 good to above average periods and 2 poor periods of hockey.   
 
The poor periods were in game one against Great Britain.  We started the game well, but 
the players were nervous.  We had a 1-0 lead after the 1st period.  At the end of the 2nd 
period the game was tied 3-3.  The 3rd period started with a very bad call by the referee.  
He gave our player a double minor penalty for high sticking.  The call was not deserved!  
The call should not have been made.  We killed off the 1st penalty but not the 2nd one.  
That goal ended up to be the game winner.  However, we did give up another goal and 
never really had any good scoring opportunities for the rest of the period.  Those were 
our 2 worst periods of hockey during the week. 
 
The game against Poland was our best game overall. 
 
The Final game against Kazakhstan was a very important game for a lot of our players.  
The level of play was much higher than most of our players had ever seen.  I thought they 
did very well taking the game into overtime.  Unfortunately, we had a bad line change 
and that was a very costly mistake.  That error cost us the game.  Even during the final 
day of the tournament, with any luck or help, we could have been playing Kazakhstan for 
a chance to move up to the top level.  That was not meant to be, so we ended up with the 
Bronze Medal. 
 
 



 
 
I hope that all the players that played in this tournament and the other tournaments that 
we were involved with, understand that individual improvement is needed to compete at 
the level that will get the National Team to where it wants to be. 
 
The overall Team conditioning and speed has to improve for any chance of success in the 
future. 
 
The age of some of the players is a huge concern.  Players in their 30’s have little, if any, 
room for improvement.  They can work on conditioning but their skills are in place.  We 
had 3 players in their 20’s. 
 
I felt that Garnet Brown started to introduce some very good and very usable hockey 
specific training methods.  I hope that the players exposed to these methods will continue 
to work on their conditioning.  I wish that Garnet could have worked with the key players 
for longer than he did.  I am glad that some of the younger players were present and able 
to learn some of his training methods.  Thank you for letting him come and work with the 
National Team. 
 
The National Team hockey staff was very enjoyable to work with.  They all had a great 
attitude toward our success.  The coaches, trainers, doctor and support staff were all in it 
to win it!  I would especially like to thank Dmitri Khristich for his hospitality and 
professionalism during my time with the National Team.  He is a great asset to the 
program.  He is recognized internationally. 
 
I would personally like to thank everyone that supported me and gave me this 
opportunity.  It was very exciting and a great honor to be the Head Coach of the Ukraine 
National Hockey Team. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dave Lewis 
 
 
 


